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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 
TEMPTATION. 


Come home with me and refresh thyself ; and Iwill give thee 
a Reward.—i. Kings, 13, 7. 


( Concluded from fage 628. ) 


Thirdly. We learn that professed friends, may prove the most 
powerful enemies: and sometimes, real ones, the most dangerous 
tempters. Until it was said,“ I am a prophet also, as thou art ;” 
the man of God continued immoveable. Thus it happens with 
all hypocritical friends. If they gain our confidence, and can pre- 
mote a selfish end, they will ruin ourreputation or destroy oursouls.. 
Ere we are suspicious of danger, they will involve us in a multipli- 
city ofevils. They will make useof many things which they may have 
learned in confidenge, .or from familiar acquaintence, to keep you 
through fear, in subjection to their wishes; orwill expose your char- 
acters to public odium, A thousand things are said toa friend, thatare 
neither malicious nor improper ; which if presented to a stranger, 
without the concurring circumstances, with a different tone, a 
different countenance, anda different gesticulation, may appear ut- 
terly false, convey a totally different idea from the one: intended by 
the author, and produce irreparable mischief. Real friends may 
sometimes lead us into temptation. Our pirtiality for them,blin:s 
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our understandings and imperceptibly, we imitate their failings. 
Sometimes a desire to render ourselves agreeable, and. comply 
with their prejudices, makes us omit a duty, or waver in princi» 
ple. If they have vices, (and the best friends are, imperfect,) we 
Should endeavour | to reform | them, instead of rendering ourselves 
interesting, by conformity of character.. If aman calls himself 
our Christian brother, we should first consider, whether he gives 
evidence of his, faith, before we suffer him to influence us; and 
when we are perfectly satisfied with his character, we should fol- 
low him no farther than he imitates Christ. 

Fourthly. We learn, that when, we have fallen into temptation 
we should not think to palliate. the crime by our own goodness, or 
attempt to retrieve our characters, by any unjustifiable methods. 
The man of God having been overtaken in a fault, betook himself 
to the old prophet’ s ass for safety. It dogs not appear that he rode 
before ; but now he i imagines that he shall be more secure on horse- 
back, and make satisfaction, by uncommon speed,. He should have 


confest his, sin, before God with humility, should. have humbled — 


himself, and besought divine direction; for who could tell, but that 
the Lord would hear his prayer, and Jengthen, out his tranquility ? 

At least, he should have refused any assistance from the person 
that had deluded him, and exposed him. to the displeasure of God. 
tion came upon him, A ion, tore him, from the beast, on which 
he rode and ‘slew him in an instant. The roaring lions seek their 
food from God, and sometimes, instead, of an inneceat, lamb, or 
harmleas kid, he gives a disobedient prophet... Learn how vain a 
thing it is, for transgressors to defy divine displeasure, it will 
overtake them, and the only way ef-escape is by submission and 
penitence. 

Lastly. We learn, that ar’ ‘who tempt others, will find occasion 
for’ repentance.’ “Fhe old prophet, beyan to relent, when he found 
that God was angry with his servant} ‘and would bring him to an 
untimely end. As some.atonement for his crime, he was willing 
to assist the man of God, on his journey ; and when he found 
that'a in ‘had’ stain hit, werit’ lifter ‘fitii,and” Brought back the 
carcass. Whit ‘were his’ ‘Pettedtiond’ This is the mah ‘whom I 
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ground : and what judgment must J éxpect from Almighty God? 
The old deceiver buries the body in his own sepulchre ; and com- 
mands his sons.to place him whén he dies beside the man of God. 
Well may he exclaim, “ alas'my brother!” Their dust perhaps 
is now mingléd in the saihe grave, und when the archangel’s 
trump shall sound, and all the dead thut are in their graves shall 
come forth, these two men shall arise together. The old pro- 
phet shall see this man of God, in the day of judgment. Let alll 
such as lead others astray, either by vicious exumple, ora lying 
tongue, consider this. We all ‘shall meet again. Think you the 
deceiver, could steadfastly behold, the countenance of him whom 
he deluded? Hereafter they shail no longer sleep together. The 
good man, shall be pardoned for his transgression, but the hypo- 
critical prophet and friend, ‘shall be thrust downto hell. “Tn vain 
he will bewail his folly, for conscience shall never cease to torment 
him. In vain he will ¢ry for help. The man he once saw in the 
jaws of a lion, is now in Abraham’s bosom: but a great gulph, 
renders it impossible that he should grant him relief. He may 
not even dip the tip of his finger in water, to cdol his tongue, who 
is tormented with everlasting burnings. Beware then of deluding 
othet’s ! Let no one have occasion to say concerning his neighbour, 
when he meets him at the’ bar of God / “ his example proved a 
stumbling block ; his false ititerpretation of scripture, blinded my 
understanding ; and by his folly T have ‘been broughe to ‘his: place 
of torment.” ; 

Lord, « lead us not into temptation ; but déliver ow from evil, 
for thitie is the kingdoin, the’ power and the glory, forever.” 





<p Mn nbemaRt 8 7 ene 
0 sing unte, the Lord a new song 5 sing, upto the, Lord, all. : 
the earth diow vio 2 4“) . 


ia « 
* a 
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ivan the observations which have been made on the duty, man- 
ner, design, and subjects of psalmody ; it must occur to every 
teflecting mind, that much gratitude is due. to those. who, exert. 
themselves té acquiré and promote the art of singing. Men may 
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sing in spirit, and make joyful sounds to the Lord in private, with- 
out instruction, but several cannot unite acceptably in public praise 
without possessing something of the science of psalmody. It is 
owing to the prevalent ignorance on this subject, and to some 
absurd prejudices of good people wgainst the rules of music, that 
in many churches of our largest cities we hear little else but mis- 
erable croaking. Could men read without learning their Jetters ? 
Could they offer public prayer-without first learning the force of 
words, and the art of language? Why then should they object 
to the krowledge of the gamut? 

Great improvements wil] undoubtedly be made in psalmody, be- 
fore the lion and the lamb lie down together ; and the wild beasts 
suffer a child to lead them, while playing with their young. Hap- 
py are those, who, frem love to God, ‘seek to promote a correct 
taste on this subject? The spread of devotional music shall final- 
ly become universal, and when all other business shall cease,which 
was ever transacted. on earth, psalmody shall survive. All the 
ends of the earth must sing praises to Jesus before the heavens 
shall wax old, be folded together as a-scrolly and be laid aside. In 
consequence of the universal diffasion of evanfelical light, songs 
of praise to the Redeemer will ascend ‘from ‘the dark places, which 
are now abodes of cruelty. Thén shall the American abotigines 
no longer incircle in the dance*victims made'to pass through the 
fire to the devil; and insteadof the war-whoopinstead of savage yells 
inmidnight orgies,the silent moon and'glimmering starsshall pause 
to hear sweet symphonies ascend from HaHowed temples in the wil- 
derness: Every grove shall be a dwellingplace for God. "Where 
no Arabian pitches his tent, and where no sound is heart, except 
that of the whirlwind sweeping the sandy plains’ of ‘Africa; shall 
the Lord plant groves, and cause wells of water to spring’ up, that 
travellers may. refresh themselves, lie down’ secure from danger, 


and with the dawn of morning awake the newly'civilized” Exhibpiasis’ 


to heat and Jove the hymris of fellow Christians. 

Blessed be God, the time is coming ‘whet the’ billows’of life’s 
ocean, which lash the skies im fary, ‘shall subside, when ¢very is- 
land of ‘the'sea shall be glad to: join'in songs with the’old and new: 
world, and when. the Andes and the Ajps ‘shall mutually re-echo, 


%.Glad tidings! salyation !”: In that first moment’ of Millennial 
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harmony, the holy angels and just men made perfect, that surround 
tHe'throne of the incarnate Godbead, shall attune their golden 
ha¥ps to loftier strains, that there may t be no discord i in the univer ® 
sal antiaa of the ascended and ascending sons of God. 

E. S. Exy. 


+ ee 


"TRANSLATIONS OF THE BIBLE. 
( Concluded from page 636. ) 


In taking a view of the expenses already incurred, the mind is» 
affected with a pleasing astonishment, at the efforts which have 
supported the work undertaken by a Society whose funds, avits. 
commencement in 1792, were only 13/..2, 6 merlings less. than’ 
sixty dollare ! 

From. 1801 to 1809, the money received from various, sources 
for the translations expressly, amounted to the sum of $39,584 
17 cents.-T here. was expended within the same time 36,445 dol- 
lars 72 cents, leaving a balance of xather more than 4000 dollars, 
which was even. at the time; more than aetna - the versions: 
in the press, exclusive of types, &e, &c.» 

Previous to 1809, the Missionaries sahciahabhe simp drafts on 
the Suciety in England, but since that period they have drawn con”, 
siderably amounting to 21,333 .dolls..in the last yeary as stated in a 
letter just received by Missionaries now in this country, from the 
Rey. Dr. Fuller, the venerable Secretary of the Society, who adds, 
‘. Notwithstanding collections lately, made in Scotland; amounting 
to. $777, dollars we.are,not able.at present, to meey our demands; 
and it .may,be.a-year-ere.we shall be, for ourfunds are considera: 
bly, mere. than exhausted, y sd? saawa point boa vad 

The manner in which, the Siclepiineane ‘been wiles 1 by. on 
nativesy will afford, satisfaction to the contributors, ds it has.served 
to encourage, the.hearts of the unwearied Jabourers. | So early us 
1803, the New, Testament, the first volume. of the Old, the Psalms: 
and a part of, Isaiah,; were finished.in Bengalee, and\+began to be, 
a good deal read by the-natives.”, Some came to:Serampore from 
a great distance to inquire about “ the new Shaster.” One was 
heard to say, “ This Shaster will be received by all India, and the 
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Hindoos will become One Cast.” Another had carricd about with 
him a Copy of the New Testament, which was nearly worn out by 


aPeading. Besides giving away copies to those who apply for them 


at the Missionary Settlement, the Missionaries, native and Eu- 
ropean, carry them in their tours through the country, and in 
most places, find the people eager to receive them. Often is the 
poor Hindoo seated under the shade of the trees, reading “ this 
wonderful Book.” A native of talents has been for some time sta- 
tioned in Orissa, near the famed Temple of Juggernaut, the Mo- 
loch of _Hindoostan; the road to which for fifty miles, is strewed 
with the human bones of self-murdered votaries: bere this mes- 
senger of peace is frequently seen accosting his idolatrous coun- 
trymen, amid the scattered remains of their brethren, and fathers, 
presenting them with the word of life in the very “ language of 
Jaggernaut.” 

A circumstance highly tenportant to the Eastern world, is a step 
lately taken by the correspondifig Committe of the British and for- 
eign Bible Society, of which Messrs, Carey, Ward, and Marsh- 
man, are members. This is the forming a BIBLIOTHECA 
BIBLICA in Calcutta’; in which Bibles of all sorts and languages 
will be placed for sale at low prices, This plan was proposed by 
Rev. Mr. Brown, an epis¢opal ‘clergyman, and will, it is hoped, 
do much towards an extended circulation to the Bible, as it is not 
ufilikely that individuals may purchase copies, to distribute to the 
poor, of this and of the neighbouring t nations. 

From the extensive intercourse which subsists ‘between India 
and christian nations : from the protection ‘afforded to the-Mission- 
aries by the EnglishGovernment of. Bengal; from the success which 
has attended them ; ‘from: the high estimation in which they are 
held by the christian world + and above all from the importance of 
the cause itself ; may we not anticipate the continued and increas- 
ing ‘Patronage of the American public. Can we doubt that the 
friends of the Bible in this Western world will cheerfully come 
forward a a¢cond time to aid in giving back the lamp of hife,”” to 
four hundred millions, inhabiting the East, whence we have. deriy- 
ed our light, life, and hope of immortality. 

‘It is generally known, that notwithstanding this rapid progress 
intranslating the Scriptures into so many languages, it received 
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# serious loss by the burning ,of the Printing-Office, Paper, and 
‘Types. The London Bible Society, consisting of Nobleman,, 
bishops, clergy, and gentlemen , not only of the Episcopal, but, of 
other religious denominations, have considered this object of such 
real i importance that they not only contributed to its advancement 
but generously gave to repair the loss sustained by the late 
fire. In America also, many religious denominations, have made: 
laudable exer tions, by collections both private and public, to aid. 
in this desirable undertaking ; and, it is hoped, that.as by the ‘ 
tranalation of the Scriptures,from the pure text, without any com- 
ment, thereby becoming no party object ; that all religious denom- 
inations will cheerfully contribute their aid to repair the loss and 
enable the persons concerned to make a still more Fapid progress, 
that the knowledge of Divine Truth, like the Star_in the East, 
may illuminate the millions of souls who in India rest in ‘darkness 
and in the shadow of death. 





gto 1th 


Some of the wiles of Satin wenn to the Christian, 
€ Consiawer Srem. ovat 630. >) 


The devil appears asa ‘woubler i in aggravating : a christian’ s sin, 
against which he declaims, with great, faculty, not that he hates 
their sins, buta believer; ; his snbtilty here, is so to lay his charge 
as to make it appear the a act of the ; Holy, Spirit he knows an arrow 
from God’s quiver ‘wounds th re , soul |deep,. therefore. when, he ac: 
cuses, be often comes in God’ 's ‘name ; when he discovers : a saint 
tardy in his duty and fa ity i in. his conduct, he knows the christian 
is conscious of this, and immedi: iately't rakes all the bloody. 
tions he can think of, and’ charges-it as coming frem God. 

Thus he tau ht Job’s friends to pi ‘k up all his infirmities, ma 
them which dropped f ‘from him in his distress, and shoot them back 
in ‘his face,” as if they “had beh sent rom God to _detlare hima ‘an 

hy pectite’ and deno bandh ke s wrath for the same. 

The falsé aécusations’6f Satat ate different from. the bikes 
of ‘Goa dite Hts’ Spirit aiid’ hay be thus discovered.” ” 

First. If they cross any former het of the Holy’ Spirit i ‘thy soul 
then’ they’ aie’ —. ‘Bis gre at 's scope, is, ¢ to. stir up unbelief i in 
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the heart, and persuade him he i is but a hypocrite. Art thou a 
child of God, and ‘doest as thou doest?- your confidence; and your 
comfort is false. Thus at one blow he would dash all in pieces, 
—The whole fabric of grace which God hath been rearing up ma- 
ny years in thy sou! must now at a single puff of his blasphemous 
and malicious mouth be blowh down and all the swect consolations 
of God's Spirit which hath sealed God’s love, be considered as 
worthless. 

Believing soul, the promises of God are not yea and hay, but 
they ‘are yea and amen in Christ Jesus, to his glory by us—and 
for thy comfort know, that, if eyer the Spirit of God hath begun 
‘a comforting and sanctifying work causing thee to hope in his mer- 
ey, ahd to’ trust in his love, he will never be the messenger to 
brifg contrary news to thy soul, God will chasten for transgres- 
sion, but his loving kindness shall not utterly depart. When he 
sent Nathan to David, it was not to teach him that his former work 
on his soul was destroyed, but to convince him of the exceeding” 
sinfulness of his way ; and when the prophet exclaimed, “ Thou 
art the man, and whom God hath pardoned,” his heart melted in 
sorrow and contrition. 

(To be continued. ) 
Her vine 


ANECDOTE. 


en resisted, anda @ strict attention to the Sabbath 
rewarded. 


_ Ma. ALLEN 
The following anecdote is taken from the Methodist Magésine; 
for the year 1809-—~if you deem it worthy of insertion in your Mis- 
cellany it may be attended with good, 


Mr. T. S. upwards of twenty years ago, resided in a townim-the 
county of Norfolk, (England), . At that time the principal mhabit- 
ants of that town had astrong aversion, to the power.of godliness, 
and a perfect antipathy to the Methodists, with whom Mr. S. was 
in connexion, They therefore resolved; if possible, to oblige 
him to quit the town. Hence they determingd, that.neither them- 
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selves, nor their dependants should purchase any of _bis.commo-, 
dities. This scheme succeeded for atime, for ngt having. a call 
for his goods equal to his necessities, and, , Scrppling to contract 
debts, without 4 probability of discharging them ; himself, his wife, : 
avd d fine boy), who was one year old, were without, bread,. This | 
was on the morning of the Sabbath. Being i in deep thought and 
not without a feeling which bordered upon anxiety, the, good, man 
was thus accosted by a | gentleman, | who, it, is thonght,, bad some 
suspicion of his circumstances, “ Mr. S. L.wantes”, (mentioning 
an ‘article, the disposing of which might have relieved. Mr, S. from 
présent embartassment). “ ‘ Sir,” replied Mr, S, I.dono business 
to-day, but I will wait upon you at any hour to-morrow,” .., STo- . 
morrow |” rejoined the purchaser, “ J want it so-day,... » Business 
with you must. be an object at any time. You have now. acustom- 
er; why cannot you serve him ? ? J shall be waited upon now, or 
not atall.” “ You. must excuse me, Sir,” _ Rejoined the starving 
tradesman ; ; “I'must keep the Sabbath day holy.” This affer. was 
just refused, when his ears were assailed by the cries of his, be~ 
loved and only child, wanting food, and at the same. instant, be. . 
obsérved the flowing tears of the mother, who, with the child up- 
on her lap, inquired, “ What shall we do? the child cries for bread.’’ 
Mr. S. then was, and now is, a_local preacher in the Methodist 
connexion. On that day, he had an appointment to preach. at a 
neighbouring village. The hour for worship approached, and he 
hastened to the place, where he found the people assembled to hear 
him administer the werd of life. After having fed the flock of 
Christ, his grateful friends pressed him to receive some refresh- 
ment, but his fu// heart not suffering him to eat, while his beloved 
wifeand darling boywere obliged to fast,without com municatingjhis 
cumstances to any one, he returned to his persecuting neighbour_ 
hood, and starving family. “ Light is sown for the righteous, and 
joy for the upright in heart.” Thus far he had trusted in God; 
he was tried to the uttermost, and the hour of deliverance was at 
hand. |When he afrived at his own house, a friend had visited his 
family in his absence, and, for the present, had | furnished it with 
an abundant supply. While Mr. S. was relating this account, his 
good. wife, with many tears OF Fj joy and gratitude, confirmed the 
relation ; and added, « Since ¢Aat time, neither ourselves, nor our 
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family, have ever wanted bread!" The above-mentioned child is 
noW“é pious youth, and in a respectable situation. This faithful . 
pair'were favoured with two other sons, and one daughter, whose _ 
filial affection, and early piety promise a recompente to their pa- 
retits, comfort to'each other, a blessing to the church, and an ex- 
ample tosociety. ~ 

Let'the temporizing professors of religion, who plead the calls 
of ‘their caSsométs, the demands of their families, and the habits 
of their ungodiy neighbours, for breaking the Sabbath of Jehovah, 
by“travelling; bargaining, settling their books, viewing their stock, 
crops; te. Tet’ such saaerhy’ learn, and ry digest the above” 
circumstance.’ ue Hf 

«1 have: been young, ‘and now ‘I am old, and T never saw the 
righteous’ forsaken, flor’ his ‘seed begging ‘bread. ™ “None ever 
trusted in’ the Lord and'were confounded. “*’ 

If thou turn away thy foot from the ‘sabbath, from doing 
thy ‘filedsure'on my holy day’: and call the sabbath a’ Delight, the 
Holy of the Lord, Honourable ;' and’ shalt honour him, not doing 
thine own ways, nor finding — binge snare, nor sneaking 
[ATO FE ee Ee SON gt re ee 

Then shalt thou delight thoselfin the’ Lord} and*T will 
cause thee to ride upon thé high ‘places x the earth, and feed 
thée with the heritage of Jacob thy\father 2 ‘for the — Ae the 
Lord hath spoken it aTsetah ive 13; iad 7” 
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ad TO THE POOR.” r 

The cause of Mr) D+ sudden adversity mene to hid witit 
of a correct knowledge of Human naturé “and the bene voletice’ of 
his heart, which prompted him to be¢ome’™ surety for his friehd,” 
one in whom he placed the greatest confidence, and who assured 
him that sooher than Ke should suffer by ‘his indiseretion;' ‘he him- 
self;! would “goto prison’ “and to’ death.” Butalaé when the 
day' for payment’ arrived, ‘she friend forsook Hin, not being able 


























VIsIT$. TO THE POOR, = 651 


to answer the debt for which he stood security, his earthly pos- 
sessions were seizcd, -himself cast. into, piisony and his wife left 
to seek her support by her personal industry. Through the instru- 
mentality of others, he was released from his confinement, but 
without a shilling to purchase a motsel of bread)’ (‘The untender 
treatment he received and the exposures he experienced whilst in 
prison, impaired his bealth) so as unfit him to provide for himself 
and the partner of his sorrows.How could she who had participa- 
ted with him in days of prosperity and endeavoured to lighten the 
burden of his cares by tender sympathy, and affection, be con- 
tent to remain separated from him, when deprived of health and 
the means of comfort. They hired a smallroom,:ip the suburbs 
of the city and she became his nurse. Here I visited them, and 
found the husband much emaciated through illness ; his: form 
was concealed by a slender covering quite insufficient for the in- 
clemency of the season ; his countenauce seemed to speak calm 
resignation and contentment; and he appeared not long for this 
world. .We conversed freely on the nature and design of God's 
dispensations. I asked him whether he thought or had reason to 
hope that his afflictions had been, sanctified and he brought to un- 
derstand his true character as.a sinner ?. 

_ He replied, * Yes, I humbly, trust that God Lida only shown 
me my danger, but pointed me to the remedy ; and now, being re- 
conciled to him, by Jesus Christ, I have peace with God and joy 
in the Holy Ghost.” 

Visitor. Is your trust wholly and solely in the Lord Jesus, 
and have you no confidence in the flesh ?.. - 

Sick Man. I believe and am assured, that were I to trust to my 
own righteousness which ie +as filthy rage, Tshould lean ufion a 
staff which would pierce me through with bitter sorrow ; but 
why, do I talk.of. merit? had.not Jesus Chriat come into the world 
to save. sinners, .of whom. I qm the chirf, I.should net —_* 
and be everlastingiy miserable.« .. -y.) 64> 

_ We conversed in this. way for oorssdeanpedtehbalnciog 
an .bymn,..he acknowledged .that -he had; experienced more true 
joy since his aMiction(becauseit had-beenthe means of causing him 
to. seek for happiness, beyond this world)than in the time when his: 
corn and wine did mostly abound, and said he would not be willing — 
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to exchange conditions with a frince,but was content to eat his dry 
and scanty morsel, white he enjoyed the love of his Saviour which 
reflected from the reconciled countenance of his heavenly Father. 
I left him, :and my heart was deeply affected by the visitj; I could 
not but exclaim with the poet: 

—-—“ Lord Can I wish for more? 

‘Thy gracious presence, well supplies the loss 

Of earthly bliss, and yields superior joy 

To all that universal nature boasts.” 





[From the Evangelical Magazine. ] 
THE PEDIGREE AND RESIDENCE. OF HAPPINESS. 
; A Fisron, 
The visions of my head troubled me, Dan, vii. 15. 

So said. Daniela long time past’: I may truly repeat his decla- 
ration,.agd-shall think itafavourable circumstance if they do not 
trouble -the reader, also. - In my dream found myself upon a 
lofty, hill, whose summit was enveloped in cleuds, and every thing 
upon it had amost extravagant appearance : Every person seemed 
most fantastical dressed, and whimsically. employed; some were 
bottling up the air in phials to-discover what it was made of ; some 
were making scales toweigh the planets’in ; some finding out a 
new method-of guiding the tides; and some anew way of forging 
thunderbolts; »some were busy' in mending the Bible by their rea- 
son, andssome accommodating religion to their passions and fail- 
ings ;: some decked themselves/in Cobwebs; some strutted along 
in. ribbons;;.some were making theniselves wings of wax, and 
seme building: pyramids of snow.’ “Bless me,” said I, rubbing 
my eyes, “t whereansk gotto?”: A decent looking man, who had 
the appearance: of a: Methodist preacher, ‘and ‘happened:to be near 
me, replied,  Lhisy Siryis the Hill of Concei¢; and these are the 
self-made. philosophers and doctors’ of the’place ;' take’ care you 
are.net.infected,with their madnes#’; make haste ‘to yonder valley, — 
or. you wilk soon.catch the pestilence of ‘the place.” © Thanking 
him. for, his advice,:and/ inquiring’ his namie; I turned my steps 
downwards. + Lam Plain Truth,” said he ; “ miind how you pro- 
ceed.” Thig:cantion was necessary ;-for I was ‘sodn surrounded 
by a host of projectors and proposers, and authors, and such-like 
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persons, who solicited my’ subscription and patronage for their dii- 
ferent schemes and proposals: I forced: myself from them, and 
made my escape at the expense of a few shillings, overhearing, as 
I passed, the title of empty fellow, want of taste, &c, liberally be- 
stowed on me by those. had forsaken. The way downward was 
intvicate and dangerous, from the narrowness of the path, and the 
many pits and precipices before me, and the: windings on either 
side ; and, to add to my discouragements, the people on the top 
of the hill pelted me as long as I was within their reach; among 
other things, one large folio smote me violently on the head, and 
caused me considerable uneasiness for some time. The valley at 
first view presented no extradrdinary appearance ; I saw but few * 
persons, and those few seemed rather reserved, and but plainly 
clad—I saw nothing like magnificence, but there was no meanness 
—I saw no spacious parks, but the land was highly cultivated, and 
the fields were covered with flocks—I saw no signs of extreme 
riches, but there wasno poverty visible. Pray,” said I to.a 
damsel] employed in_ weeding a neat little garden, “:what place is 
this?” “ This Sir,” said she,” is the valley of lowliness ; will 
you please to step into our cottage; my father will make you 
welcome.”I _ thankfully accepted the offer, being weary with my 
journey. Putting on the air of agentlemany I walked in an erect 
posture to the entrance, and. unfortunately held my head so high 
as to smite it.against the top of the door-way..-.A venerable old: 
man, father of the damsel, said tome, ‘Sir, you must stoop’ be- 
fore you can enter here.” .. Taking his advices I found myself with- 
in the neatest and. cleanest habitation I ever: beheld ; it was fur-* 
nished with primitive simplicity and the truest taste; nor was any 
ingredient of real elegance wanting. The walls were ornamented 
with drawings of Scripture subjects, sketched by the hand of the’ 
ingenious damsel ; one corner of the room was occapied by a mu- 
sical instrument, which aided the-family im the harmony of praise ; " 
and.a great yariety of books, filled the shelves; which were ranged” 
beneath, the, pictures;,.and, formed the ‘solid viands of the-mental’ 
entertainment, . After gazing awhile.on these unexpected excel. : 
lencies, the-old. gentleman :reached: me astogl; desiring me to.rest’ 
myself, it was rather./ow, and hard, ;but [soon found that I was 
safely and, comfortably seated... “<< Lam glad; said my host; “to 
see you here; .we.find.a pleasure in-entertaining strangers. Te-~ 
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niorrow is to be a day of joy with us; my. daughicr is thun to be 
married, and you will ald to our pleasure by your company.” Af- 
ter returning thanks to my kind host, and portaking of a plain, 
but plentiful repast, I. requested, if it would not be disagreeuble 
to him, that-he would explain to me something of the good family 
by which I was so hospitably entertained. He thus readily com- 
plied with my request: “+ You perceive,” suid he, that our valley 
is situated between two lofty hills ; from the first all the inhabitants 
have descended ; and after having procured a sufficient inheritance 
in the practice of husbandry, our design is to remove to the hil! 
on the opposite side. My father’s name was Guilt ; he squander- 
ed away a fine family estate, and left me and my brother in an em- 
barrassed condition; my mother’s name was Weakness, and my- 
self their eldest.sun was called Folly. ‘The early part of my time 
was thrown away in search of pleasure and rioting in all sorts ofex- 
travaganee; but finding myseli likely to be ruined by it, ] turned my 
mind seriously to business; and set up rode-making, and went 
about to establish for:myself a trade and reputation of my own ; 
but Fas could never get good materials to work with, and could 
neyer fit myself or any one else, my business failed, my work turned 
to rags, and I found myself: with all my industry, poor and naked. | 
I accordingly quitted the trade, and became miseruble and melan- 
choly, when a person called in upon me one Sunday morning, and 
Without any.ceremeny, said to me, “ Arise, go hence; this is 
not your rest, it is polluted ;” and so plainly represented. to me 
the folly of my projects, and the.amount of my debts, that I be- 
gan to tremble for the consequence. At his advice I committed 
the settling of my affairs into his hands ; and finding it necessary 1 
changed my name from Folly to Repentance,, and immediately set 
off. for this valley. . On inj arrival here I became. acquainted-with 
an honest character calléd Faith, who introduced me to a good sor, 
of a person called Cifotittiae; With whom I soon married, and she 
a1 iswho enablee'ihe Biff'to discern and relish the principal enjoy- 
ments of my existeriée $*T'may truly say she makes my joys dou- 
ble, and banished ‘Bit’ repinihg from iny ‘habitation. The fruit of 
oP Union i The datighter who first addressed you: her name is 
Himitity? ahd ‘a nitel ani cheerful datighter she is. The lord of 
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ry inhabitant of the valley, and always has hiseye uponus. He 
has introduced to my daughter, a cheerful youth of great prospects, 
named Content, and to-morrow they are to be united in marriage.” 

I felt myself instructed by the narration, and much edified with 
the expressions of thankfulness which the good lady Gratitude 
mingled with the discourses After the cheerfull service of praise 
with which the evening was concluded, their servant Dutiful show- 
ed._me to rest. Inthe morning I was-early summoned to-unite 
with them in the song of thankfulness + after which the'youth Con- 
tent, blithe as the enraptured lark when he hymns his oblation to 
the rising sun, ledithe damsel to the altar, accompanied by all the 
family, myself an humble follower in the train... The lord of the 
village honoured the company witlyhis presence at dinner,and when 
it was concluded, tenderly embraced the-young couple, and thus 
pronounced on them his prophetic benediction: — 

% The union of. Humility. with content shalb be blessed’; their 
cup shall be full, and their portion shall be great; they shall have 
a goodly heritage. From them shall proceed a son, and his name 
shall. be. Happiness; he. shall be the joy ‘of. his “family, the 
companion of the religious, and all men shali seek his friendship.” 
After which he repeated the following sony which all the compa- 
ny sung 3 2927 

« Thrice happy the souls inthis lowly retreat, © 
Remote from the mountains of Guilt and ‘Conceit,~ © 
Where weary contrition a réfuge shall find, ~ 
And Faith his sweet union with gratitade bind 5 
“ Repentance ‘and gratitude here shall bring forth, 
Humility, fairest of daughters on earth ; 
Tn happy ‘alliance her/tife shall be spent, 
In the riches ‘and’ Pleasures that spring from content ; ae 
Content and hun pility here shall be crown’d, ’ 
bey mera sweet, as on earth can be found ; Fy 
gic by pride o or by, sorrow, distress’d, .. .% 
thal in the valley, and you shall find rest.” 
st sined heartily, ip the, song; the exertion waked me from 
i i i vision, and, alas !. I, found myself. still.in the country” 
of Conceit : but I also felt-a resolution, by. divine direction, to 
seek a settlement in the valley. ALIquis. 











656 EXTRACT. 
THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL. 
Y Tim. 11, 


Ir mustbe SO) “e it is « the Gospel of the blessdd. God.”’ » Atl 


coeds phd Wa Wbihlocy & weave + even he hy tr 


passes the glory of man But the Gospel displays: Redemf- 
tion, the master-piece of the great Works of God. “Behold, in this 
glass, the divine perfections meeting i ima focus. Here Wisdom 
shines with its“brightest bearhs; making, all that bears the name 
among men appear like folly. Here: Holiness rears her majestic 
head; forcing sin itself to blush. ‘Here matice brandishes her glit- 
te¥ing sword, then smiles “anid -réturns i sit t to the scabbard. Here 
Love; unbounded love, po pours: urs forth her everlasting stores, degrad- 
ing all other love tothe shadow, of 4 sacle. ;--}eneytoo the Power 
of God exertsitself in ways astonishing and without a pereliel.: 

But that which renders the Gospel most gloriot# to me,’ a ‘siu- 
neryie;thde it exhibitey and tonfera’ upon me, Fightéousness' ‘that 





makés me jast?’<I look ‘atethé’ Saviotr, through his whoie ie” 


obeying# and magnifying’ the ‘holy"law in my stead: “1 béhold hint 


» = 


hanging onthe dursed tree; Béaririg the intdlerable” Toad “of tly © 


sins..olr his righteousness, I ain rightedus:’” Gott decepts'ine in 


hiwSonv! He -loves meas His'Soni, who then’ shalt condemn ine? ° 


For :Chtist’has died ahd ity” ‘Ged justifieth? iy masts qt. te 


oa 


‘The grand ¢fecteprodaced by this Gospel venifer tr eruly plo- “ 


rious.« itis More than we scheme of God; it ishis power: Teas” 
easy to see what that system of rehigion is-which bearstiyine cre_ 

dentials. Where the glorious Gospel i is truly preached, dead 
souls are quickencd : they hear the voice of the Son of God, and. 


- live. Paid if thecinattament: “by whith God has opened inilions » 


of blidd-éyea> “Pit thiv'tig ¥oftened hieatts of adamant.” This ee 
citesvie spiritof trite devotion, And rédders Feligion a privilege, 
notatask. This only produces love to a forgiving God, and to 


forgiven preth@eo.—Bhis: effectually reforms the life,’ by first ‘pii-’ 


rifying the heart. This supports the mourner in Zion, ahd admi- 
isters a cordial to the suffering saint. This has transformed.a 
prison Tito Palace, A stake'into a triumphal car, anda | death- ded, 
inte we eat ceiagben “Is riot this 3 a ' glorious Gospel ? 2 
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